A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

by their excess of knowledge and sense are arrived
to a degree of liberty, from the slavery and bondage
of all religion; that esteem themselves wise, in hav-
ing found oat a new happiness for mankind, freeing
him from the chains of doctrine and principle,
triumphing in a state of complete atheism and irre-
ligion, and instead of worshipping many gods, save
themselves the trouble of idolatry, and worship no
god at all.

It must he confessed it has cost the Devil some
pains, he has employed a world of agents, and
bestowed a great deal of magic, to bring this to
pass; nay, in my opinion it seems that he never
was able to bring it to pass, no, not by all his
agents, and whatever pains and expense he had
been at; but on the contrary, it came into his ma-
nagement by an unforeseen, and, even to the Devil
himself, an unexpected turn of his affairs: for first
it seemed to be a new discovery in its very nature,
and what Satan had no notion of for many thousands
of years; and I do not find the most learned in
these matters are agreed yet about it, as whether it
is immediately from hell, a new invention of the
place, and so introduced by the Devil as a favour
and advantage to mankind; or whether the case is
inverted, and as man has in this practice outsinned
the Devil, so he has been the Devil's instructor in
it, and brought the thing to him, as a projector does
a scheme to the person whom he would have to ma-
nage it for him.

Indeed I must do the Devil the justice to say I
think it was the latter; that it never entered into
Satan's head, as cunning as he is, to imagine any-
thing so gross would go down with the world ; that
though it is true he had begun early in setting up
himself in the place of God, and had gotten himself
to be worshipped as a god, yet he never offered to
suggest to mankind that there was no God to be